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Tragovi uzgoja kamenica u Malostonskom zaljevu postoje još iz razdoblja rimske vladavine ovim prostorom. Prvi pisani dokumenti o izlovu školjaka potječu iz 16-stoljeća, a o uzgoju iz 17-stoljeća, zapisi iz vremena Dubrovačke Republike. Njima se organizira uzgoj dodjelom koncesija i povlastica koje uživaju uzgajivači. Do većeg razvitka uzgoja dolazi početkom dvadesetog stoljeća kada se osnivaju prve kompanije za uzgoj školjki. To rezultira dobivanjem Grand Prixa i zlatne medalje za kakvoću stonskih kamenica na Svjetskoj izložbi 1936. u Londonu, dodijeljenoj poduzeću "Bistrina" - gojenje i prodaja kamenica i drugih Ijuskavaca, Dubrovnik. Većina privatnih kompanija za uzgoj propada tijekom drugog svjetskog rata. Međutim, već 1946. osniva se prvo društveno poduzeće za uzgoj u uvali Bistrina, koje postaje centar uzgoja u zaljevu i oko sebe okuplja niz kooperanata. Krajem osamdesetih proizvodnja dostiže razinu od 1.5 milijuna komada kamenica i između 2-3 000 tona dagnji. U Dolima se gradi moderni pogon za preradu dagnji. Početkom Domovinskog rata zaljev Bistrina i Kuti postaju linija bojišnice uslijed većina uzgajališta propada, a Srbi i Crnogorci potpuno devastiraju novi pogon za preradu, a strojeve odvoze. Oslobođenjem, započima polagani oporavak školjkarstva, uglavnom karakteriziran stihijskim često nezakonitim uzurpiranjem morskih površina. To se ogleda u činjenici da danas postoji oko 40-setak uzgajivača na legalnim koncesijama, te dvostruko veći broj nelegalnih uzgojnih površina. U istom razdoblju se uzgoj širi iz tradicionalnog područja oko Malog Stona i Bistrine, na vanjska područja sve do Malog mora. Uslijed svega navedenog vrlo je teško procijeniti koliko se školjaka danas uzgaja, a procjene se kreću oko 1 000 tona dagnji i 500 000 komada kamenica.

Malostonski zaljev je tradicionalno područje školjkarstva, a uzgajaju se samo dvije vrste: kamenica, Ostrea edulis i dagnja Muytilus galloprovincialis. Cijeli uzgoj se temelji na prikupljanju mlađi iz prirode različitim načinima kolektiranja, nakon čega se kamenice cementiraju na način specifičan samo za ovo područje. Dagnje se uzgajaju uglavnom na plivajućim te nešto manje i fiksnim parkovima, u klasičnim najlonskim pergolarima koji vise na konopima.

Krajem osamdesetih započet je i uzgoj bijele morske ribe, lubina i orade u zaljevu Bistrina. On se početkom devedesetih uslijed rata preselio u zaljev Bjejevica. Sredinom devedesetih na području Malog mora razvija se nekoliko kaveznih uzgajališta ukupnog kapaciteta oko 200 tona ribe godišnje. U mjestu Dračama nekoliko je godina radilo malo privatno mrijestilište lubina kapaciteta do pola milijuna komada mladi, ali je nedavno proizvodnja preseljena na otok Hvar.

Budući razvitak marikulture na ovom području treba svakako usmjeriti s kompetentne državne razine, uvažavajući znanstveno-stručne i ekonomske trendove, te posebice potrebe razvijanja elitnog turizma koji je nezamisliv bez svježih i kvalitetnih plodova mora. Potrebna j zajednička akcija nadležnih Ministarstava kako bi se konačno spriječilo bezakonje i nered u uzgoju i izgradnji. Na temelju znanstvene-stručne podloge potrebno je svakako zonirati područje za uzgoj pojedinih vrsta, promovirajući prije svih uzgoj autohtone plosnate kamenice. Potrebno je u uzgoj uvesti nove vrste školjaka i drugih morskih bezkralježnjaka, kako bi se proizvodnja i ponuda diverzificirala. Uzgoj ribe treba sagledati u svjetlu unošenja organske materije u ekosustav i optimiziranja količina koje se mogu uzgajati.

Prvi koraci u novom načinu gospodarenja su učinjeni osnivanjem Razvojno-istraživačkog centra za marikulturu u Bistrini, koji treba promovirati nove tehnologije uzgoja nove vrste na ovim prostorima. Za ovaj iskorak potrebni su novi mladi i obrazovani poduzetnici. Osnovni preduvjeti su stečeni započimanjem Studija za akvakulturu pri Veleučilištu u Dubrovniku od listopada ove godine.
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The Dalmatian coast has a very long history of mariculture. Traces of primitive oyster farming-petrified oak branches with attached oyster shells-were noted by Roman chroniclers. The first written documents date from the time of the Dubrovnik Republic. Records from the 17th Century provide details on the collection and sale of oysters. Documents from the 18th Century describe the procedure for granting oyster rearing concessions, some benefits afforded farmers, and contemporary prices. Development of modem mariculture began at the end of 19th Century with establishment of oyster cultivation companies. Perhaps the high-point of this era was the 1936 World Exposition in London: The Grand Prix and Gold Medal for oysters from Mali Ston Bay were awarded to a Dubrovnik-based company, "Bistrina-cultivation and sale of oysters and other shellfish". Most of the private companies disappeared during Second World War. The first public company for the shellfish rearing, however, was established in Bistrina Bay in 1946. At the end of 1980s, shellfish production reached levels of 2 000 to 3 000 tons of mussels, and 1.5 million pieces of oysters, annually. In the village of Doli, a modem plant for mussel processing was built and frozen mussels were offered to the market.

At the beginning of the War of Independence, Bistrina and Kuti Bays found themselves on the frontline. As can be expected, most of the farms collapsed during the hostilities. The Serb and Montenegrin aggressors who briefly over ran the area devastated the processing plant, stealing any equipment that could be moved and vandalizing that which could not.

After Liberation of the area, a new round of development was initiated. Unfortunately, this mainly was-and still is today-characterized by the unauthorized exploitation of the area's marine resources. Only 40 farmers now have legal concessions; more then twice this number work illegally. At the same time, cultivation spread from the traditional grounds around Bistrina and Kuti Bays to outer areas around Malo More. It thus is difficult to estimate accurately the present level of shellfish production in the area. In rough terms, it is around 1 000 tons of mussels and 500 000 pieces of the oysters annually.

Shellfish cultivation in Mali Ston Bay presently is based on only two species: The European Flat Oyster, Ostrea edulis, and the mussel, Mytilus galloprovinicialis. The cultivation cycle begins with collection of wild spat, sometime after which the young oysters are cemented and hung on ropes in a way used only in this area. Mussels are reared mainly using floating or fixed parks, using classic nylon "sockets".

Culture of sea bass and sea bream in Bistrina Bay started at the end of 1980s. It later was moved to Bjejevica Bay. In the mid 1990s, fish culture started in the Malo More area. Presently, three fish farms operate and have a combined annual production of about 100 tons. A small sea bass hatchery with a capacity of one-half million fingerlings per year was built in the village of Drače. It was very successful, but since has moved from Drače to Hvar Island, where it again is in production.

Future mariculture development in this area must be market-driven. The coordinated action of all appropriate state Ministries is essential to stop the illegal practices that threaten the area's resources. Decisions must be based on hard scientific evidence. Emphasis should be placed on enhancing cultivation and marketing of the native flat oyster. Overall, production should be diversified with new species of shellfish and other marine organisms.

A significant step in this direction already has been taken: establishment of the Research and Development Center for Mariculture in Bistrina. The Center has an important role to play beyond its responsibility to conduct applied marine research: The Center will depended upon to promote new production and packaging technologies; quickly evaluate and introduce profitable new species; and-of utmost importance for effectively advancing the region's economy-develop a cadre of young, educated mariculture entrepreneurs.

One very important piece of this puzzle now is in place: the new aquaculture degree program at the Dubrovnik Polytechnic Institute, which will be inaugurated in September, 2002.

