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Ladies and gentlemen,

on behalf of Slovene ministry of the environment, spatial planning and energy I would like to express great pleasure to be part of Integrated coastal zone management activities.

I am happy that Slovenia is able to use all the advantages of international cooperation and exchange of experiences in this field which give us confirmation that activities at home are in consensus with internationally adopted guidelines.

Some important laws and governmental acts that follow the sustainable development principles have been adopted in Slovenia lately. New spatial planning documents on the regional level have been introduced by the new law on spatial planning, which gives us legal support for elaboration of Mediterranean action program (MAP) Coastal area management plan (CAMP) in the South Primorska (Slovenia) region.

These regional spatial planning acts represent a vertical connection among national spatial plans and spatial plans of local communities on one side and a horizontal connection with regional development programs on the other. The regional development programs have already been elaborated for all the statistical regions in Slovenia. Some activities on the basis of adopted regional development plans have already started. As an example of accordance between sustainable spatial and regional development activities I would like to mention the international workshop on "Ecoremediation in Integrated Management of Waters in the Mediterranean" which was organized by the Regional Development Agency in Koper in the framework of implementation of the Regional Development Program of South Primorska (Slovenija) for the period 2002–2006 last month. The workshop was sponsored by METAP (Mediterranean Environmental Technical Assistance Program) and GDP (Global Water Partnership).

I truly hope that new national spatial planning tools which are prepared in the spirit of sustainable spatial development will, in accordance with internationally adopted guidelines and with the assistance of programs such as is METAP, result in sustainable development where development interests will meet protection standards and will contribute to higher quality of life in all respects.

I wish us all a successful workshop!
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